Who is Jesus? A Short Story of the Gospel

This Spiritual Health lesson is designed to tedl émtire story of the gospel in about one hour. It
is to be presented in an oral-based format (asrg)sind focuses on four main points;

1) Where Sin Came From

2) How We Became the Children of Satan
3) How God Adopted Us Into Salvation

4) What Will Happen When Jesus Returns

As an introduction, you may want to ask a questiach as:
* Why do you think there is so much suffering in wnarld?
* Where do you think disease came from?
* Why are people so selfish?

There are several scriptures in the short stotyyita should memorize. This will give you
integrity as a religious expert and you will mottelyour hearers that a follower of Jesus
memorizes and uses scripture. Feel free to expaiiscriptures after you recite them.

Part 1: Where Sin Came From

Before God made the world He made thousands ofl@n@od is Spirit, and these angels are
also spirits. They do not have bodies like pedpleso they can move about between heaven and
earth. But they cannot be everywhere at onceGikid can. They can only be in one place at a
time.

God put the angels in heaven and they worship Inienage his servants. Because God is holy
and perfect, everything that He makes is perfétierefore, each of the angels that He made was
perfect.

One of the angels created by God was named Ludierwas more beautiful and intelligent
than the other angels, and he was given a jobthroaity over many other angels.

Lucifer should have loved and worshipped God like ather angels but, because he was
especially beautiful and intelligent, he becameyyeoud. He wanted to become important like
God and the Bible tells us that he thought in leiart

“I will ascend to heaven; | will raise my throne alove the stars of God; | will
sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utnst heights of the sacred
mountains. | will ascend above the tops of the dals; | will make myself like
the Most High.” Isaiah 14:13-14.



When Lucifer had this thought, he was not worsmgpsod, but was thinking of himself as
great. Actually, he was worshipping himself. Tpigle was the first sin and it was a great sin
against God.

Many people ask, “If Lucifer was created perfelsert how could He sin against God?” “Did
God cause him to sin?” These are good questionthéwanswer is very simple. Listen again to
the things that Lucifer thought:

“1 will ascend to heaven; | will raise my throne dove the stars of God; | will
sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utnst heights of the sacred
mountain. | will ascend above the tops of the clals; | will make myself like

the Most High.” Isaiah 14:13-14

Lucifer said, “l will ascend. . . | will raise. I will sit. . . | will ascend. . . | will make." These
were decisions that Lucifer made by himself. Guodrbt make the decisions for him, but gave
him the freedom to make decisions for himselffalet, He gives each person and even each
angel the freedom to make our own decisions.

God could have created the angels and peoplet@biles that are completely controlled by
the driver. Then we would go exactly where He warg to go and do exactly what He wants us
to do. We would obey every command that He gives.

But God does not want us to obey because we areddsy Him. He wants us to obey Him
because we love him and choose to obey Him. Thwerdde gave us freedom. When you go for
prayer or give to the poor, do you do it becauseesme is forcing you? No. You do it because
you love God and believe in Him. These are acfsegidom.

When Lucifer decided to make himself great like Guoelsinned against God. So we see that
God did not create sin. Lucifer is the creator tatter of all sin.

Now heaven is a perfect place and so it is impéss$dr sin to exist there. If there were one sin
in heaven then it would not be perfect anymorewadid no longer be heaven. To explain this
better, let me give you an example.

Suppose you had a large container of pure mountatar to offer to guests in your house. The
water is clean and pure, just like heaven is clahpure. But what if | put one small piece of
goat droppings in the water and stirred it up. pieee of droppings was very small, but is the
water still pure? Would you give it to your guést®f course not! Even one tiny piece of filth
has contaminated the entire container of pure walast as one sin would contaminate the
purity of heaven.

Also understand that God is holy and is a rightgodge. And because He is a good judge, he
must punish sin. Therefore, God sent Lucifer duteaven. And when Lucifer went out, many
other angels went with him. At that time, God tthldm that in the future they would all be
punished because of their sin.



Lucifer and the bad angels became God’s enemiesgiter's name was changed to Satan,
which means, “the deceiver.” The bad angels arve cadled demons. These evil spirits are

active all over the earth. They are always tryfmgppose God’s plans and take glory away
from God for themselves.

Part 2: How We Became the Children of Satan

It is true that Satan is God’s enemy, but Godlipalerful. How could Satan ever hurt God?
The answer to this comes from the story of AdamEwel found in both the Quran and the
Bible.

After creating the angels, God created the heavkasarth, the oceans, the land and all of the
animals. Then God created the first man and wodam and Eve, and placed them in a
beautiful garden. In the center of the garden @aded two special trees; “the tree of life” and
“the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”. Goldl Adam and Eve that they could eat the
fruit of any tree in the garden, including the toddife, but they could not eat from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil and, if they didfeamn it, they would die.

In those days Adam and Eve had a perfect relatiprvgith God. They were able to
communicate freely with Him and there was no diseasdeath. Also, all of the fruit of the
garden grew easily so that there was always enfoaghto eat.

And this is where Satan hurt God. Since God ipaWerful, Satan could not hurt God directly,
so, instead, he hurt God by attacking Adam and &fem God loved. Itis as if an evil man
wanted to hurt you but he was not strong enough).h8& hurt your wife, children, or perhaps
your sister instead. Obviously it would cause goeat pain to see your loved ones suffer.

This is how it happened. When God sent Satan fduta@ven, he went down to the earth in the
form of a snake to try and deceive Eve. He saliktg*Did God really say that you could not
eat from any tree in the garden?” Of course this was wrong, so Eve explained tiey tould
eat any of the fruit in the garden except the finaitn the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
because, if they did eat that fruit, they would. die

But Satan lied to Eve and told her that she woolddie if she ate the fruit. He said that God did
not want her to eat the fruit because it would diee great wisdom, like God himself, and she
would know the difference between good and evil.

When Eve heard that the fruit was special andithabuld give her great wisdom, she
took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she tdwkftuit to Adam and he also ate some.

When Satan wished in his heart to be like God,wlis the first sin ever. And when Adam and
Eve disobeyed God by eating the forbidden fruit thas the first sin on the earth. So, just as
God punished Satan for his sin, He also had tospukdam and Eve.



At this point many people ask, “Since God is merdcivhy didn’t He just forgive Adam
and Eve and not punish them.” But the answer¢abbge of God'’s great holiness and
righteousness. Because He is holy, He must dizgustnd this requires punishment for
sin. Otherwise, He would not be a good judge.

What if a man killed your brother and you broudtdttman before a judge. The
murderer confessed his sin, but asked the judbe toerciful. So, the judge had mercy
upon the man and let him go free. Would this Haaen right? Would that be a good
judge? Of course not. Even though God is merdifetause of his great righteousness,
He must punish sin.

So, here is what happened to Adam and Eve. B, cursed Satan and told him that there
would always be trouble between him and peopled #iat one day a certain man would come
and completely destroy him. Many prophets wrotaudlbhis promised conqueror in the Holy
Scriptures and he is called, “The Messiah”.

Then God told AdantCursed is the ground because of you; through painii toil you
will eat of it all the days of your life.” And, just as he threw Satan out of heaven, He
also threw Adam and Eve out of the garden andth@d that they could never return.

Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s command and themasrbrought the curse upon us all. Now,
instead of being born into a perfect world whemré¢his no disease or death and everyone walks
closely with God, we are born into a world of wewil, disease and death. And, because of the
sin, we have been separated from God. In fachiave now become children of Satan rather
than of God. People do evil and selfish thingsabee they listen to Satan and very rarely listen
to God.

Before the great sin there was no death on tha.e8ut, because of the sin, just as God
promised to Adam and Eve, every man and woman dweists payment for their sin. The Bible
states this very plainly:

“The wages of sin is death. . .” Romans 6:23
Remember that heaven is perfect, and God canmot alhy sin into heaven. If he did, that sin
would destroy the purity of heaven. Since we dreraler the curse, then we are all sinful in
one way or another. This is also stated plainighenBible:

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” Romans 3:23

So, when we die, since every human being is a siG@®d cannot allow any of us to come into
His perfect heaven. Every human being must jomfatlner Satan in hell when we die.

Part 3: How God Adopted Us Into Salvation



Just as a person cannot change their parents,nmetoghange these facts. The entire world is
under a curse and every person is a child of Shtrwill join him in hell when they die. Some
people know in their hearts that God would be aéebdather than Satan and they try to earn their
way into God'’s family by being good. We try to nrea&od happy by praying, fasting, giving
money to the poor, or other religious activiti€ut none of these can take away the curse,
change who our father is, or take away our siner&lis nothing that any man can do to earn his
or her way into God'’s family. And there is nothitigit any man can do to take away a curse
placed by God.

But, God loves each one of us very much. And,es(@od is much stronger than Satan, He has
fixed the problem for us.

Since every person with the human spirit is unteraurse, God caused His own Spirit to come
to earth in the form of a man. Here is how it heypgad. Thousands of years after the curse
began there was a girl named Mary who had never b a man. Mary, like every person,
was under the curse and lived a very difficult. lifBut one day, an angel named Gabriel came to
her and told her that she would have a child whalevbe the promised Messiah. The angel
said,“He shall be great and will be called the Son of G . . and His kingdom will have no
end.”

Mary wanted to know how this could be since shereager been with a man. The angel
explained to her that the Holy Spirit would come@nger and, for that reason, the holy child
would be called “the Son of God*Nothing is impossible for God.” Gabriel said.

So Mary said{l am God’s slave. Let it be done to me just as yohave said.” And it did
happen, just as the angel had said.

Now, Mary was engaged to a man named Joseph and lwehfund out that Mary was pregnant
he wanted to break the engagement, thinking thay Mad been with some man. But God told
Joseph in a drearfDon’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife. The chld is conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit of God. She will have a@ and you will name Him Jesus which
means ‘the Lord saves’, because He will save Hisqqde from their sins.”

Remember that the angel told Mary that her childuld be called the Son of God.” Some
people get angry when they hear the words “Sonoaf’®ecause we all know that there is only
one God. If God had a son just like a person naasga son, then there would be two Gods—
and that is impossible. But God is Spirit. Hergatrhave a son like we have a son. Instead,
God’s Holy Spirit was put inside of a baby. Th&slonly happened once in history so there is
no good word for this kind of child. That is whyetangel said that the chiteould be called

the Son of God.”

On the night that Jesus was born, there were shaphsrds with their flocks. That night an
angel from God appeared to them and they werdiéettri

“Don’t be afraid,” said the angel. “I've got joyful news for everyone. Your Deliverer was
born today. He is the Messiah.” And suddenly anrany of angels was singing, “Glory to
God in the highest and on earth, peace to mankind.”



Because Jesus had been born by God'’s Spirit, h@etasder the curse and he never
committed one sin. He also showed that he ha&pmé of God by doing many great miracles.
He made blind people see, paralyzed people wak,dsamons out of people, and even raised
people from the dead. One day he was in a bohthigtdisciples when a great storm came up.
The disciples were frightened because they thotingtyt might drown but Jesus said to the skies,
“Be quiet!” and the storm immediately stopped. sTpfoved that he was the Spirit of God in a
man’s body because he could command illnesses, merdeath and even nature.

The religious leaders hated Jesus because theywemrgalous of him. So, they arrested him
and ordered that he be killed on a cross. In thags, two large poles were put together to make
a cross, and criminals were nailed to it in frohalbof the people and were left there until they
died. Even though Jesus had never committed ogéssin, he was nailed to a cross like this.
But this was all a part of God’s plan to stop these. Jesus was sacrificed for the sins of the
world just like a lamb is sacrificed. That is whg is also called, “The Lamb of God.” While
Jesus was on the cross the sky became very dattkaredwas a great earthquake, and then
Jesus died.

Before Jesus had died, he had told his discipkshth was going to die and also told them that
he would come back to life after three days. Ttbeyssounded crazy, and the disciples didn’t
believe him. But, on the third day after his deatime women went to the tomb and found that
it was empty. An angel appeared to them and exgdaihat Jesus had come back to life just as
he had promised. Over the next forty days Jespsapd to all of his disciples and over five
hundred other people.

Jesus had brought other people back to life, butf #hose people were normal human beings
and they all died again. But Jesus did not dienagide went with his disciples up to a mountain
and told them that he had to return to heaventHaitHe would send the Holy Spirit of God to
each of them to help guide them. His last wordsewe

All authority on heaven and on earth has been giveto me. So, you must all
go out and make more of my disciples among all olfié people groups of the
world. Teach them to obey everything that | commaded you and baptize
them all in the name of the Father, and the Son anthe Holy Spirit. And do
not forget that | will always be with you, even unil the end of the world.

Then Jesus began to float up into the sky and pesed into the clouds. And two angels
appeared next to the disciples and saidhy are you men looking up into the sky for Jesus.
He will come back again in just the same way thaténleft.”

Part 4: What Will Happen When Jesus Returns

About a month after Jesus went up to heaven, dlisodlisciples were sitting together when a
loud sound, like a rushing wind, came into the rodduddenly, little lights, like tongues of fire,
appeared above each disciple’s head and they Ispgaking in many different languages. It



was a religious holiday and visitors from many eliéint languages were in the town. When
Jesus' disciples went outside, the people heard talking about God in many different
languages and they gathered around wondering dlisuhiracle. They kept asking, “These
men are not from all of these different nationowHan they speak all of these different
languages?”

Then one of the disciples named Peter began t&k $pehe entire crowd. He explained that
Jesus had come from heaven down to earth and ptbaete was the Spirit of God by doing
many miracles. As a part of God’s plan he wag#iby the religious leaders but he rose up
from the dead because death could not hold himw that he has returned to heaven, he has
sent his Holy Spirit down to his disciples and tisaihe reason for the miracle of the many
languages. When the people heard this they sugldealized that Jesus was the Messiah who
had come to take the curse away. They wanted fieebd from the curse themselves and they
asked the disciples, “What should we do?”

So Peter explained to them that to become a desoiplesus they must first repent of their sins
and be baptized in the name of Jesus. Then thejdvedso receive the Holy SpiritThe

promise is for you and your children,” Peter said.“And for all who are far away—for

everyone that the Lord our God is calling.” Three thousand people became Jesus’ disciples
that day and since then millions of people havebexdisciples of Jesus. You cannot be born a
disciple of Jesus. Each person must decide fongbéres if they want to follow Jesus for the
rest of their lives.

Later these disciples of Jesus wrote many shottdadich have been put together to make the
New Testament. It tells many stories about Jesdsaplains how God sent Jesus to save us
from the curse by being sacrificed for our sing jike a lamb. It is true that we were born as
children of Satan, and we can never change thdtileWwe are alive we will always have to live
in Satan’s world. But, the Bible explains thatw# become a disciple of Jesus, then we will be
adopted into God’s family and He will give eaclusfthe gift of the Holy Spirit to guide us.

This is the free gift of salvation and is a causegireat rejoicing.

Remember that, when we were children of Satan, are westined to join Satan in hell after our
death. But, if we become disciples of Jesus aaddopted into God’s family, then we will go
to be with our new father, God, after we die.

You may ask, but what about our sins? We aresstiful people and we cannot take our sins
into heaven when we die. This is a good pointwhen you become a disciple of Jesus,
everything changes. It is like this. When eacdtspe dies, they go before God and he judges
them. If one single sin is found, then that pernsdipund guilty and cannot enter into heaven.
Remember the example of the tiny piece of goatpirgys in the pure water. How do you think
God would feel if you offered him that water tordeiand you told him that it was good water?
Obviously, God would be terribly insulted. In ts@&me way, even if someone’s life were 99%
pure, when he offered himself to God and saidhkdtad lived a good life, this would be a
terrible offense to God. The worst thing that espe could do would be to try and rely upon his
own good works to impress God. Believe me, whemmget the holy and pure God face to face,
each of us will know that we are filthy sinners amd fall on our faces in shame.



It is the same way when a disciple of Jesus comsd God for judgment. He or she is also
found guilty because of their sin. No one candtasrighteous before God. But, the Bible tells
us that Jesus is always sitting at the right hdr@aal. When one of his disciples comes before
God for judgment, Jesus speaks for us and tellst@aidHe, Jesus, has already paid the penalty
for our sins. The payment for sin is death, arsligeffers the payment of his death for each of
his disciples. Since the sins have been paidofothe blood of Jesus, then we are found
blameless and are able to come into heaven.

At the end of time, Jesus will come back to thereand will judge everyone who is still alive
and everyone who has died. The Bible tells ushbawill separate people like sheep and goats.
The group that rejected Him will be sent to halid ahe group that believed in Him and became
His disciples will be taken up to heaven. Thesugdewill take Satan and all of the demons and
throw them into a lake of burning fire where theynmever escape.

At the very end of the Bible it tells us what heawell be like. It saysNo longer will there be
any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb wilbe in the city, and his servants will
serve Him. They will see His face and His name Wwie on their foreheads. There will be
no more night. They will not need the light of admp or the light of the sun, for the Lord
God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.”

Please understand that God sent Jesus down tabeadhse He loves each one of us very much
and he wants us to be adopted into His family. Beiwill not force anyone. He gives each of
us the freedom to accept Jesus, or reject Jesow. tiéat you know who Jesus really is, you must
decide if you believe in Him and want to become digeiple. If you do decide to give the rest
of your life to him, you will also receive the HoBpirit and He will never leave you. But, being
a disciple of Jesus is also very dangerous. Jasds|f they persecute and kill me, they will

also persecute and kill my disciples.”

But being a disciple of Jesus will also give yowanderful peace in your heart. Jesus also said,
“Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, antiwill give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and hurnle in heart, and you will find rest

for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burderis light.” Matthew 11:28 — 30.



